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was a dismal failure, but the L.P.T.B. may yet turn
failure into success.
That the people of a great city require good govern-
ment as well as self-government is the lesson of the
last two authorities which we will mention. The
Transport Board is composed of seven members,
nominated by five trustees, and the vehicles which it
owns carry nearly 10,000,000 passengers a day: for the
average Londoner journeys three times as much now
as he did in 1900. Emerging from the tube station or
alighting from the bus he passes under the control of
the ubiquitous Metropolitan police constable, who,
like the transport worker, is employed by a non-
elective authority. But so long as there is high
efficiency and no favouritism the Londoner remains
content that these services, unlike all else in his great
city, should be immune from direct responsibility to
public opinion and the electorate.